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Bharati, at Los Angeles (1903-4), he vigorously attacks
the artificial cosmogony of Hinduism: 'But in the reli-
gion of Krishna as in all ancient religions can be found
assertions which not only cannot be proved but indeed
are the creations of an unbridled imagination which,
furthermore, are altogether irrelevant for an understand-
ing of the fundamental truth and for the strengthening
of the rules of conduct which are implied in the essen-
tial doctrines. Herein belong all cosmological and his-
torical assertions concerning the creation of the world
and its duration, all the stories of magic, the theory of
the four ages, and the origin of the caste system which
contradicts the fundamental truth.' *

Perhaps the most important pronouncements of Tols-
toy on India are to be found in a letter addressed to
C. R. Das. C R. Das had written to Tolstoy at the end
of 1907 as the editor of a Magazine called Free Hindustan
whose motto was, 'Resistance to aggression is not simp-
ly justifiable but imperative; non-resistance hurts both,
Altruism and Egoism.5 As a revolutionary, says C. R.
Das, he cannot accept the doctrine of non-resistance to
evil. And he requests Tolstoy to encourage the fight
of Indian revolutionaries and to give his support to his
paper Free Hindustan. C. R. Das' letter unfortunately
is lost; only Tolstoy's reply is available. This letter was
later on published under the tide To An Indian'; Gan-
dhi who was then in South Africa himself edited the
translation and enclosed a copy of it in his letter to Tols-
toy on October 4, 1910. The importance of this letter in
a study dealing with the Western response to India can-
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